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Digitalization Enabling High—Quality Development of International Trade .
the Mechanism, Realistic Challenges and Implementation Path

XIA Jiechang®” LI Luanhao®
(@ National Academy of Economic Strategy, CASS; (2 University of Chinese Academy of Social Sciences)

Abstract; The rapid development of digital technology has brought digital development waves and important
development trends, forming an important driving force for the high — quality development of China’s foreign
trade. The digital trend has been promoting China’s opening up and trade pattern to attain a wider range, a larger
breadth and a deeper level, accelerating the bilateral optimization and mutual matching of supply and demand in the
field of international trade, reducing the traditional costs of international trade in an all-round way, expanding the
benefit space of international trade, giving birth to new formats and modes of international trade that reshape the
global value chains. All mechanisms mentioned above have profoundly enabled high—quality and high-level devel-
opment in the field of international trade. At this stage, it has been faced with realistic challenges, which involve
the dilemma of domestic development in the field of digital trade that have shown up before and currently, as well
as the problems of the division of both global digital development and digital trade governance. In view of this,
this paper proposes the specific implementation path of digital enabling high—quality development of international
trade from the perspective of building China’s academic theoretical system, cultivating high—level human capital,
accelerating the deep integration of digital technology with domestic industries, and coordinating and deepening the
relationship between openness and national security.

Keywords: digital technology; digitalization; international trade; high—quality development
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( B35 20 1)
Trade Facilitation of the Belt and Road and Countries’
Participation in Global Value Chain

MAO Yanhua QIU Xueqing WANG Long
(Sun Yat—sen University )

Abstract ; Jointly building the Belt and Road has provided a strong impetus for deepening the division of global
value chain. This article adopts the entropy method to quantify the trade facilitation level of countries along the Belt
and Road, and the WWZ method is applied to decompose the participation in the global value chain of forward and
backward links. It also discusses how trade facilitation contributes to global value chain. The research results show
that trade facilitation has significantly promoted the Countries’ participation in global value chain and gain of trade
benefits through trade cost reduction and technology spillover enhancement. The heterogeneity analysis results show
that the factors covering e—commerce, port and transportation efficiency, customs and border management and reg-
ulatory environment all have a positive role in promoting participation in global value chain. Especially the e—com-
merce, port and transportation efficiency related to border infrastructure and in—border technology availability are
more prominent. Distinguishing between different types of countries, the positive effect of trade facilitation on glob-
al value chain participation in developing countries is still far from that of developed countries. Distinguishing
between different industries, trade facilitation can better promote the value chain participation and trade benefits in
middle—tech industries. This research has significant policy implications for promoting the trade facilitation and
high—quality development of the Belt and Road Initiative.

Keywords: the Belt and Road; trade facilitation; global value chain; trade costs; technology spillovers
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