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Back to Dialectics
—The Logical Turn of Contemporary Western Left-Wing Thoughts and the Criticism of Neo-Liberalism

Zhang Nanyan
( the Institute of International Strategic Studies, Party School of the Central Committee of CPC
( National Academy of Governance ), Beijing 100091, China )

Abstract: The development of neo-liberalism has led capitalism out of the stagflation crisis and achieved prosperity to a
certain extent. However, the problems of neo-liberalism are gradually exposed. As the outbreak of the global financial cri-
sis in 2008, neo-liberalism has been repeatedly criticized and especially challenged by other social thoughts, among
which, the western left-wing thoughts has the most concentrated and far-reaching criticism on neo-liberalism for being in
the capitalist world. These criticisms of neo-liberalism have also brought opportunities for the transformation and develop-
ment of the western left-wing thoughts. It is said that the confrontation and competition with neo-liberalism constitute the
core theoretical theme of the evolution of the western left-wing thoughts since the 1970s. And during this process, the aca-
demic thought of rediscovering or returning to dialectics appeared in the western left-wing thoughts. This academic
thought including reconstruction of Hegelian-Marxian dialectics to proposal of “new dialectics” and then moving towards
anew “spatial dialectics”. The contemporary western left-wing thoughts has deeply criticizes the hypothesis premise, cap-
ital logic and expansion essence of neo-liberalism, and realized the leap forward of methodology and the advancement of
theory. However, the western left-wing thoughts strongly criticized neo-liberalism by returning to dialectics, but due to its
own limitations and methodological deficiencies, it actually failed to reveal the key to problems of neo-liberalism and the
capitalist system behind.

Keywords: dialectics; left-wing thoughts; neo-liberalism; capitalism
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